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is enormous, e^pe'jcially if we are to regard it as having
been ijitliin the walls of a monastery. Perhaps, however,
the figure was only carved in a rock which formed the
back wall of the temple. In any case we probably do -
well to agree with Colonel Yule's suggestion that the
Azdaha of the present inhabitants of this district is- the
Nirvana Buddha of our traveller. The Azdaha, which is
described as being on the flat summit of a nearly iso-
lated rock, is "a recumbent figure bearing rude resem-
blance to a huge lizard, and near the neck of the reptile
there is a red splash as of blood." We cannot, however,
imagine that the pilgrim on seeing a figure like this would
call it Buddha in Nirvana.

In this monastery there was also 'Sanakavasa's sanghati in nine
stripes, of a dark red colour, made of cloth woven from the
fibre of the sanaka plant. This man, a disciple of Ananda, in
a former existence gave to a congregation of Brethren on the
day of their leaving Retreat sanaka robes. By the merit of this
act in 500 subsequent births, intermediate and human, he always
wore clothing of this material. In his last existence he \vas
born in this attire and his natal garment grew with his growth,
when he was admitted into the Church by Ananda the garment
became a clerical robe, and when he received full ordination the
garment became a nine-striped sanghati. "When'Sanakavasa was
about to pass away he went into the "Border-limit" samadhi and,
by the force of his desire aiming at wisdom, he left this robe to
last while Buddhism endures and undergo destruction when
Buddhism comes to an end. At this time the robe had suffered
some diminution, and this was proof to believers.

The SanakavSsa of this passage is the Samka, Sanavasa,
Sonavasi, and 6anavasika or Sanavasika of other works.
According to the generally received account the bearer
of this name was the son of a merchant of Rajagaha. He
also in early life became a merchant and amassed a large
fortune with which he was very generous to the Buddhist
fraternity. Ananda persuaded him to enter the Order
and after ordination he devoted himself to his new career
with great zeal and earnestness. He mastered all the
Canon, and taught and guided a large number of disciples,
his chief place of residence being at the monastery he